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Selected Milestones in Sport for Development 
and Peace (since 2000) 
2000 UN Millennium Summit: establishment of MDGs 

2001 UN Secretary General Kofi Annan establishes a new 

mandate: Special Adviser on Sport for Development and Peace 

(appointment of Mr. Adolf Ogi) 

2002 Establishment of UN Inter-Agency Task Force on Sport for 

Development and Peace 

2003 1st International Conference on Sport and Development in 

Magglingen, Switzerland 

2004 Official launch of IYSPE 2005 at UN Headquarters 
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Millennium Development Goals 
            2015 

• Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger 

• Achieve universal primary education 

• Promote gender equality and empower women 

• Reduce child mortality 

• Improve maternal health 

• Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases 

• Ensure environmental sustainability 

• Develop a global partnership for development 
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International Year 

of Sport and 

Physical 

Education 
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Sport for a Better World 

Rheinsberg, October 2012 
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Many Initiatives in 2005 and Beyond 

Selected topics: 

- Monitoring and evaluation of sports for development 

programmes 

- Health  

- Doping in sport 

- Culture 

- Education 

- Environment 

- Social change/social inclusion 

- Governance in sport 
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Recognising the Values of Sport and Physical 
Education on the International Stage  
- Sport and Education 

- Sport and Health 

- Sport and Development 

- Sport and Peace 

- The Benefits of “Sport for All“ 

(see UN Report on IYSPE 2005, 2006) 
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Collection of Activities and Programmes on the 
National and Regional Stage 
- Africa 

- Asia and the Pacific 

- Europe 

- Latin America and the Caribbean 

- Middle East and North Africa (Central and South African 

countries are missing) 

- North America 

(see UN Report on IYSPE 2005, 2006) 

Rheinsberg, October 2012 
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Unlocking the Potential of Sport … 

- A Joint Initiative at the University of the Western Cape 2006 

Rheinsberg, October 2012 
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Cooperation between Various Partners 

- UN and UN agencies (e.g. UNESCO, UNICEF, WHO etc.) 

- Sport for Development and Peace International Working 

Group (SDP IWG); initiated by the NGO “Right to Play“ 

- Non-Governmental Organisations, e.g. IOC, ICSSPE, IFs 

- Industry and corporate sector, e.g. NIKE 

Rheinsberg, October 2012 
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Physical Activity, Physical Education and Sport 

- The values are universal (fair play, teamwork, pursuit of 

excellence, tolerance etc.) 

- The benefits are related to the individual as a whole (health, 

self-esteem, talent development etc.) and his/her personal 

and social development 
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Adolf Ogi, Former Special Adviser to the UN 
Secretary General on Sport for Development 
and Peace 

Rheinsberg, October 2012 

“Sport can contribute to the Millennium 

Development Goals (MDGs) by offering 

innovative and pragmatic solutions to the 

most urgent challenges of this world. Yet, in 

the midst of all the natural and man-made 

turmoil in the world today, many still seem to 

ignore that sport is a unique tool for 

personal, social and economic development“ 

(UN Report on IYSPE 2005, 2006, p. 10-11) 
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Willi Lemke – Special Adviser (since 2008) 

Rheinsberg, October 2012 

“Sport has a positive, powerful 

potential for contributing to peace 

which we should use. Sport can 

serve as a universal language and 

can be understood beyond 

political, cultural and social 

barriers. Sport can help to build 

social bridges where other forms 

of communication either do not 

succeed or are even not existing.”  
(Presentation Augsburg, October 2012) 
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A Special Initiative of ICSSPE and Partners: 
International Seminars on Physical Activity and 
Sport Using the Potential of Sport 
 

 

 

2007, 2008, 2009, 2011, 2012  

in Rheinsberg 
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The Starting Point: The Tsunami 2004 in South East Asia 
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Sport as a Mediator between Cultures 

Rheinsberg, October 2012 
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Challenges 

An enormous number of initiatives and activities exists in the 

area of sport for development and peace programmes 

worldwide: 

Difficult to keep an overview – regarding aims, objectives, 

monitoring and evaluation. 
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21 

Different Approaches 

Programmes can be divided into two broad approaches: 

 

- “sport plus“: primacy is given to the development of 

sustainable sport organisations and programmes 

- “plus sport“: social and health programmes use sport to 

achieve their objectives (e.g. to bring together young people 

in the context HIV/AIDS education) 

(see Coalter 2006) 
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Important Questions 

-  How can sport programmes contribute to development and 

peace? 

- What are reasonable criteria for good delivery and 

sustainability of sport programmes? 

- How can we monitor and evaluate processes and outcomes? 

- What is needed to create an efficient collaboration between 

stakeholders? 

(see Auweele, Malcolm & Meulders 2006) 
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Risks and Dangers 

- The contribution of physical activity and sport to development 

and peace is overestimated and unrealistic (“sport can save 

the world!“) 

- Programmes are started by individuals or 

groups/organisations without a clear understanding  of the 

situation on-site, the involvement of local people, a plan and 

budget for a successful and sustainable implementation 

- Political, cultural and religious aspects are not taken into 

consideration in planning and implementing sport 

programmes 

Rheinsberg, October 2012 
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Important Considerations for Evaluation and 
Monitoring (I) 
It is important to ensure a systematic documentation of the 

programmes, a dissemination of information on content and 

design, and a discussion amongst all members who were 

involved in the programme (see Coalter 2006) 

 

Coalter recommends “pragmatic resource considerations” 

(2006, p. 160) with regard to monitoring and evaluation: 

- Skills and expertise 

- Cost effectiveness 
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Important Considerations for Evaluation and 
Monitoring (II) 
Emphasis should be put on process-led and participatory 

evaluations, this will lead to  

- Capacity-building 

- Greater ownership 

- Development of an ability to reflect on and analyse attitudes, 

beliefs and behaviour  

(see Coalter 2006, p. 152) 
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Selected Initiatives (I)  

                                        Sport for Development and Peace                                 

                                        (SDP IWG) 

                                        The UN System in Action 

 

The SDP IWG is an inter-governmental policy initiative whose 

aim is to promote the integration of sport for Development and 

Peace policy recommendations into the national and 

international development strategies of national governments. 

  

http://www.un.org/wcm/content/site/sport/home/unplayers/memberstates/pid/6229 
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Selected Initiatives (II)  

                                           The International Platform  

    on Sport and Development 

 

The Toolkit is an applied section of the Platform in which users 

may find information, guides, tools and advise on the practical 

implementation of Sport & Development.  

 

 

www.sportanddev.org 
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Selected Initiatives (III) 

                                                       

 

                                                    Generations for Peace 

 

 

“Generations for Peace can play its part  

in providing stability and social cohesion  

in the lives of young people across the 

world”  

(Prince Feisal Al Hussein, Founder and 

Chairman) 

www.generationsforpeace.org          

Rheinsberg, October 2012 

http://www.generationsforpeace.org/
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Selected Initiatives (IV)  

Peace and Sport 

Rheinsberg, October 2012 

www.peace-sport.org 
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Selected Initiatives (V) 

                                    Peace through Sport (IOC) 

                                    Olympism in Action 

 

“Build a better world by promoting the Olympic Truce and using 

sport to forge friendship among the athletes, young people and 

communities” 

(Identity card, IOC 2012) 

www.olympic.org  

Rheinsberg, October 2012 

http://www.olympic.org/
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The Outlook   

Currently, many initiatives exist which emphasise the potential 

of sport for development and peace. 

While highlighting and using the positive impact sport can have 

as a bridge and mediator between people we should be aware 

of the challenges and increase our efforts towards research-

based documentation of processes and outcomes of such 

programmes. 

Rheinsberg, October 2012 
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Thank you for your attention! 

Rheinsberg, October 2012 


